With the development of synthetic polymers, it has become possible to develop hormonal delivery systems with long duration of action and continuous release of the drug. Advantages of the long-term contraceptive implants are lack of concem for compliance and prompt return of fertility after removal.l ' Bleeding records from the diaries were collected every three months to assess vaginal bleeding patterns during the study. An additional return of the diary card was scheduled one month after implant insertion to ascertain proper recording. Each subject was required to record, in her diary, the bleeding pattern she experienced each day. She was instructed to record a "0" if she experienced no bleeding or spotting on a given day, an '/'if she experienced spotting (any bloody vaginal discharge for which no protection is used or only one pad on a given day), and a '+' if she experienced bleeding (any bloody vaginal discharge for which protection of two or more pads is used on a given day). If bleeding and spotting occurred on the same day, it was considered a bleeding day. Clinically important bleeding patterns 3. Starting from reference period IV on, the incidence of irregular bleeding among Implanon@ users are significantly lower than Norplant@ users (p<0.001).
Statistical procdur€s
4. "Normal" bleeding pattern increases with time.
There are no signif,cant differences between the groups.
5. There are no significant differences between the groups with respect to discontinuation due to bleeding problems being l.l%o in the Implanon@ group and 0.9Vo in the Norplant@ group.
